Iron Power
The Iron Age began dramatically for the Estonians since the probably biggest natural disaster in the Baltic Sea area that happened after the Ice Age took place in Estonia.  A giant meteorite fell to the island of Saaremaa, forming a crater with the diameter of ca 100 m, today known as Lake Kaali.  Still, several hundred years had to pass before the actual Iron Age began in Estonia, even though bog iron as raw material for iron is common in Estonia.  Objects made from iron were first brought from neighbor countries.  Local ironwork and blacksmithing started to develop during the last centuries B.C.  The first attempts were modest and blacksmithing ceased entirely in the middle of the I century AD.  A revival of blacksmithing took place several centuries later, when North East Estonia and the northern part of Saaremaa developed into larger iron smelting centres, producing thousands of tons of iron during the 12th-14th centuries.  The largest iron smelting centre emerged near Tuiu and Pelisoo in Saaremaa.  Archaeological excavations have revealed numerous remains of ancient smelting furnaces and hundreds of iron smelting sites have been discovered on the sandy dunes.  Three furnaces were reconstructed from clay and stones on the site of a smelting furnace according to the 12th century remains that were previously studied, in order to test how iron smelting was done in the ancient times.  The experiment turned out to be a success and over 2 kilos of iron was obtained during a smelting process.  Since the production of iron at the end of pre-historic times exceeded the needs of the local population, it was possible to sell this precious material elsewhere.  However, export of iron was largely dependent on the safety of sea routes at the time.  Iron smelting was abruptly ended in Estonia in connection with the unsuccessful uprising of the Estonians in 1343 – 1345, when the active and more prosperous part of the population, which included also the blacksmiths, was destroyed.
